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Accomplishments
1. Identified location of central towers in the two pilot plots.
2. Laid down primary and secondary walkways.
3. Identified tree species in the area of the pilot plots that are outside the transect.
4. Installed 5 minirhizotron tubes in each pilot plot.
5. Refined maps of the pilot plots with tree numbers, walkways, and minirhizotrons (to be distributed soon).
6. Installed TreeHuggers (automated dendrometers) on a few trees in the two pilot plots, along with traditional manual dendrometers.
7. Soil samples collected to explore spatial variability
8. Identified tentative locations for 7 additional plots . Two of these are partially within the transect (at 240 and 400 meters). The other 5 are east of the transect at approximately 30, 60, 120, 350, and 465 meters. Plot centers were flagged and approximate borders flagged. GPS coordinates of plot centers recorded.
Near term activities
1. Create new maps with plot locations marked on LiDAR image. Can we get the original LiDAR image extended to 500 m (currently stops at 240 m), and do plot-specific analyses of tree heights? Can we get GPS coordinates for the transect?
2. Litter traps should be constructed and installed in the pilot plots as soon as feasible (by new postdocs?), because litter amount and chemistry is very good pretreatment data  to have. Decisions on litter trap placement should be shared with our whole group.
3. Additional belowground equipment should be installed when it is available. Sentek moisture probes  should be co-located with trees chosen for sap-flow measurement -- guidance from the aboveground group regarding which trees will be targeted for physiology (ones close to central tower?). Other belowground sampling (soil respiration, ingrowth cores, resins) may be located near minirhizotrons – locations should be marked on maps and in the field. 
4. Postdocs should survey the 7 new plots and measure dbh of all trees> 10cm . Additional analysis of tree heights from LiDAR image also would be helpful. We will eliminate one of the plots  based on criteria including dbh, too tall trees, and spacing between plots. Then, number and label all trees and survey their location within the plot.
5. Create temporary website for posting documents, data, and photos.
